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In light of the current global pandemic, 
Sunderland Libraries Services have taken the 
decision to move the 2020 Literature Festival 
online from 1-10 October 2020. 

We believe that now, more than ever, books can 
play an important role in reducing isolation, provide a 
sense of connection and help us make sense of the 
world. We have put together a diverse, interesting, 
uplifting and inspiring digital programme, with 
content for all ages. The festival will be supported 
this year by Sunderland University, Sunderland 
Shorts Film Festival, Lonely Tower Film and Media 
and Living History North East. 

We will be launching our free digital programme on 
Thursday 1 of October which is also National Poetry 
Day, please visit our website to find out who will be 
appearing and keep up to date with any changes or 
additions to the programme. 

The programme promises a wide range of 
inspirational authors and exciting events for all ages, 
featuring some favorite local authors and the chance 
to discover new writers and illustrators, film clips, 
workshops, taster sessions and storytelling.  

During the week, we will be celebrating reading as a 
source of comfort, companionship and escapism. 
You’re never alone if you’ve got a book to read or 
listen to. 

Important information 

• Free e-books and e-audiobooks available to 
borrow from BorrowBox, and free e-magazines 
available from RBdigital, both of these services 
can be accessed from most devices at 
www.sunderland.gov.uk/libraries. To access the 
full range of services and to borrow items users 
will need to log in using their library membership 
number and PIN. 

• A free interactive Library App is available which 
allows users to renew their checked-out items, 
to place reservations on books and to browse 
our catalogue and upcoming events. 

• Wind the Bobbin, our free interactive nursery 
rhyme app is also available to download, with 
videos, songs and an area to create and record 
your own nursery rhymes. 

• All apps are free to download from the App 
Store and Android Market. 

• All taster sessions or physical events will ONLY 
take place if the covid guidelines allow at the 
time of the event.
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Books | eBooks | Audio Books | eMags | Public wi-fi | Internet 
All this and more FREE with your library card  www.sunderland.gov.uk/join-the-library

It’s your 
Library 
Stay Connected



 

Thursday 1 October 

Ancestry taster session 
Houghton Library 
10am-12noon 

Learn how to investigate your family history with a 
short introduction to all of the resources the Library 
has to offer. To book contact Houghton Library on 
0191 520 5553. 

Glenda Young 
11am 

Video showcasing admired local 
author Glenda’s eventful journey to 
becoming a published author and 
expert tips on how to start your 
writing journey. shorturl.at/mvyGY 
 
 

Alistair Robinson 
3pm 

Alistair Robinson from the 
University of Sunderland -Faculty 
of Arts and Creative Industries 
Facebook live 

Talk and Q&A about his latest 
collection of poetry due out in the 
autumn. shorturl.at/hxBE2

Conrad Burdekin 
4pm 

To celebrate National Poetry day 
join Children’s Poet Conrad 
Burdekin for a poetry challenge - 
Conrad Burdekin is a fun, unique, 
and enthusiastic writer, storyteller 
and poet who inspires children up 
and down the country to want to 

write. shorturl.at/tDMR8 

 

Friday 2 October 

Living History North East 
10.30am 

YouTube video with Local historian Jack Curtis Link 
to follow 

Sarah Dobbs 
6pm 

Sarah Dobbs Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing 
from the University of Sunderland Faculty of Arts 
and Creative Industries - Dr Sarah Dobbs - The Sea, 
The Sea: 5-minute reading from The Sea Inside Me 
and 10-minute discussion about the influence of the 
sea on writers, asking what it is about these qualities 
that inspire people. shorturl.at/dsBHO
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Monday 5 October 

National Libraries Week 
5–10 October 
Libraries Week is an annual showcase and 
celebration of the best that libraries have to offer. 
Encouraging libraries in all sectors to celebrate 
books and reading, showcase their reading offer 
and the contribution they make towards building a 
nation of readers. Sunderland Libraries Services are 
encouraging everyone to sign up to our online 
services, so that customers have even more choice 
and can access our digital services at a time that 
suits them. For more information visit. 
www.sunderland.gov.uk/libraries 

We are delighted to launch Sunderland Heritage 
Trails a new online heritage trail experience for 
Sunderland. Developed by Living History North East 
and in partnership with Local History Library@ETR 
and Seascape, this is the first of the online trails that 
will be developed exploring the heritage and history 
of Sunderland’s East End. 

www.sunderlandheritagetrails.com 
http://www.exploreseascapes.co.uk/

Dr Barbara Sadler 
11am 

Dr Barbara Sadler from the University of Sunderland 
- Faculty of Arts and Creative Industries - Medicine, 
Masculinity, and the ‘good’ doctor in Poldark. 
Following the narrative of Dr Dwight Enys, the 
Poldark story articulates medical developments and 
progress in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries. Dr Sadler will analyse the significance of 
medical storylines from the books and adapted 
screen representations. Link to follow 

Anne Twine 
4.30pm 

Join local teenage author Anne Twine as she talks in 
a pre-recorded video about her novels – ‘The 
Monument’ and ‘Dummy Run’ due out this autumn. 
Anne an ex secondary teacher from Sunderland 
took early retirement to start writing novels. 
shorturl.at/bmtJO 

Lonely Tower Film  
& Media 
6.30pm 

Present a brief insight into the history of Wearmouth 
Bridges – From ‘Secret Sunderland’ with local 
author Marie Gardiner 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AmYRDvmcbh
E
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Get results
Get rewards

Join the 
challenge

#stepupSunderland 

Download the Step Up 
Sunderland app now

stepupsunderland.com



Search for ‘wind the bobbin shoofly’ on the app store

Access Sunderland 
Libraries from your 
Android phone or tablet.  
Manage your account, search the 
catalogue, renew and reserve books. 

To download the app, search ‘Sunderland 
Libraries’ on the App Store or Google Play.



 

Tuesday 6 October 

Dr Miguel Gomes 
11am 

Dr Miguel Gomes From the University of Sunderland 
Department of Education and Society – Borges and 
Northumbria. Some readers and critics consider J.L. 
Borges the most influential writer of the 20th 
Century. In the session, we will look at Borges’s 
references to Northumbrian history and literature in 
his writings as well as in the context of the 
Argentinian author’s continuous search for origins. 
Please, join us if you are curious to know why 
someone like Borges was once thankful for the 
language that “centuries ago he had spoken in 
Northumbria” Link to follow 

Find My Past taster 
session 
Sunderland Local History @ ETR  
2.30-3pm and 3-3.30pm 

Learn how to investigate your family history with a 
short introduction to all of the resources the Local 
History library has to offer. To book contact 
Sunderland Local History @ ETR Tel 0191 561 
8439.

Audla English 
3pm 

Short clip to wet your appetite for 
local author Audlas book “The Last 
Village”. shorturl.at/nAIRV 
 
 
 
 

Lonely Tower Film  
& Media 
6.30pm 

Present a brief insight into The Victoria Hall Disaster 
from ‘Secret Sunderland’ with local author Marie 
Gardiner 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mkwv8iIvJFM 

Sunderland Shorts films  
7.30pm 

Industry event via zoom with a panel of guest 
speakers interviewed around writing for film and 
television. There will be an audience Q&A section via 
the Sunderland Shorts Facebook page 
Facebook.com/SunderlandShorts
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Wednesday 7 October 

Living History North East 
11am 

The Sunderland Compendium – a collection of 
‘Sunderland’ stories – places and people – by Jack 
Curtis and Alan Cummings – LHNE volunteers – 
digital download. Link to follow  

Cressida McLaughlin 
6pm 

Popular chic lit author Cressy was 
born in South East London 
surrounded by books and with a 
cat named after Lawrence of 
Arabia. She studied English at the 
University of East Anglia and now 
lives in Norwich – Watch our 

YouTube video showcasing Cressida’s books and 
her journey to becoming a published author. 
shorturl.at/cgnDS

Lonely Tower Film and 
Media 
6.30pm 

Present a brief insight into the history of Sunderland 
Built Concrete Boats – from ‘Secret Sunderland’ 
with local author Marie Gardiner Secret Sunderland  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dOouBKPEg
s 

Sunderland Shorts Film 
Festival 2020 
7.30pm 

Young, Emerging and Student ‘Best of the Fest’ 
Screening via SSFF Facebook - 1½ hour screening 
with live filmmaker Q&A via the Sunderland Shorts 
Facebook page Facebook.com/SunderlandShorts 

 

Thursday 8 October 

Ancestry taster session 
Houghton 
10am-12noon 

Learn how to investigate your family history with a 
short introduction to all of the resources the Library 
has to offer. To book contact Houghton Library on 
0191 520 5553

Sunderland Libraries Literature Festival 2020 
Online

Page 8

http://shorturl.at/cgnDS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dOouBKPEgs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dOouBKPEgs


It’s your 
Library 
Stay Connected

Books at home can deliver to you 
Sunderland Libraries Services offer a home delivery service providing books,  
audio and digital items to customers who are unable to access a library themselves, 
either due to age, ill health, disability or long or short term mobility problems, for more 
information contact: 
Tel: 0191 520 5553 or visit: www.sunderland.gov.uk/libraries



CREATIVE COURSES
CREATIVE CAREERS
Inspired by the Literature Festival? Turn your 
love of English into a professional career.

We offer the following courses in English at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level:

BA (Hons) English: Professional and Creative Writing 
Starting in September 2021

This NEW and diverse course has been produced by award-winning 
copywriters, screenwriters, publishers and novelists. Unleash your
creativity and change your passion for writing into a career.
 
MA English Studies
Immerse yourself in literature. Indulge your curiosity of language. 
Broaden your creative abilities and enhance your future career
prospects.

 
Visit sunderland.ac.uk

Literature Festival ad.indd   1 11/09/2020   16:27



Ashleigh Lowes 
10.30am 

YouTube Children’s Story session. Link to follow 

Author Marie Gardiner 
3pm 

Local History: The Path to a Publisher – Join Marie, 
a Sunderland photographer and author, as she 
shares her experience and tips to getting your idea 
from concept, to working with a publisher to create 
a book. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hWNxbbXOvZ
Y&feature=youtu.be 

Lonely Tower Film  
& Media 
6.30pm 

Present a brief insight into the history of Cholera in 
Sunderland – from ‘Secret Sunderland’ with local 
author Marie Gardiner. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y09h8Znaumo 

Sunderland Shorts Film 
Festival 2020 
7.30pm 

Industry event - Facebook live panel of guest 
speakers interviewed on writing for film and 
television via the Sunderland Shorts Facebook page 
Facebook.com/SunderlandShorts

 

Friday 9 October 

Living History North East  
11am 

Sunderland’s Heroes and Villains - A series of 
dramatic monologues from some of our local heroes 
and villains from around Sunderland. These historic 
characters will tell their stories and draw you into 
Victorian Sunderland and its rich past. Performance 
by volunteers, friends of The Donnison School 
volunteers Youtube/vimeo  

Robert Scragg 
2.30pm 

Join local crime author Robert 
Scragg on Facebook live for an 
interactive Q&A session. Robert is 
a northerner born and bred. 
Writing was something he hadn’t 
done much of since he left school, 
until around seven years ago when 

an idea for a book popped up that he found too 
interesting to ignore. Robert will talk about his novels 
and his journey to becoming a published author. 
Facebook live session 

Lonely Tower Film  
& Media 
6.30pm 

Present a brief insight into Stefan Schwartz - Space 
Clause SAFC – from ‘Secret Sunderland’ with local 
author Marie Gardiner. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_4ckx6tcx8
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Sunderland Shorts Film 
Festival 2020 
7.30pm 

Zoom film quiz - Test your knowledge with a 
Facebook live film quiz via the Sunderland Shorts 
Facebook page Facebook.com/SunderlandShorts  

 

Saturday 10 October 

The Big Draw Festival 
2020 
10.30am 

To celebrate The Big Draw Festival 
2020, a worldwide celebration 
running from 1-31 October. Join us 
and draw along with the whacky 
Liz Million, one of Sunderland 
libraries favourite illustrator/author! 
She will show you how to draw 

crazy cartoon characters and give you top tips 
about your drawing. Fully interactive, hilarious and 
suitable from 4 years and above” Link to follow 

Theatre Space North East 
2.30pm 

Theatre Space North East present a specifically 
commissioned recording of one of this year’s plays 
in the park ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’, video and 
story workshop. Link to follow

Sunderland Shorts Film 
Festival 2020 
7.30pm 

Best of the Fest via SSFF Facebook - ½ hour 
screening with live filmmaker and Q&A via the 
Sunderland Shorts Facebook page 
Facebook.com/SunderlandShorts
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At Sunderland Shorts Film Festival, based in the North East of England we 
celebrate short films with big ideas.  

Last year’s festival ran for a 4-day period in 
May 2019 to the great acclaim of critics 
and audiences alike, bringing local, national 
and international films to the city on the big 
screen at the Sunderland Empire Cinema. 
SSFF launched in 2015, in collaboration 
with DC Shorts, the inaugural festival was 
supported by the Washington DC 
Commission on Arts and Humanities and 
continues to be supported by Sunderland 
City Council. 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 
we have come to the difficult decision  
to postpone our next physical festival  
until 2021, however this year we are 
instead running a series of online events 
featuring some of our favourite previous 
entries to the last 5 festivals across all 
genres from established talent to student, 
young and emerging filmmakers, as well  
as skill development workshops and 
networking opportunities.

Living History North East 
We are the regional oral history centre, 
providing specialist training and 
services in oral history and 
reminiscence work.

We operate a heritage and educational 
centre at the Donnison School which 
runs heritage, craft and educational 
events, activities throughout the year.
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