
Donnison 

School 

EVENTS  

A Community  

space 



 

 

Entrance £3.00  -  Members £2.50  

Homemade refreshments included 

Monday 28th January 1.30pm - 3.00pm  
Tell us what you want! What you Really Really Want!! 
A Look through the keyhole at the Donnison developments: 
Past Present and Future. By Janette Hilton 
 
Monday 25

th
 February 1.30pm - 3.00pm   

Black Hole of Calcutta:  
One of the greatest imperialist mysteries. But did it actually happen? 
By Stuart Miller 
  
Monday 25

th
 March 1.30pm - 3.00pm 

Who switched the lights on: Sunderland’s Electricity Board. 
By Jack Curtis  
 
 29

th
 April 1.30pm - 3.00pm    

Marie Antoinette’s diamond necklace – The greatest confidence trick:  
By Stuart Miller 
  
Monday 20

th
 May 1.30pm - 3.00pm   

The unexpected rise of the greatest British pop group EVER. A Beatles Tale 
By Sharon Vincent 
 
Monday 24

th
 June 1.30 pm - 3.00pm  

The Normandy Landings Anniversary: By Jack Curtis 
 
Monday 29

th
July 1.30 pm - 3.00pm  

Learn to love dragons By Stuart Miller 
 
Monday 30

th
 September 1.30 pm - 3.00pm    

Sunderland Harbour and Docks: Sunderland’s Unsung Heroes.  
By Jack Curtis 
 
Monday 28

th
 October 1.30 pm - 3.00pm 

Title to be confirmed 
By George Nairn:    
 
Monday 25

th
 November 1.30 pm - 3.00pm  

The History of Sunderland Barracks: By Jack Curtis 
 
Monday 9

th
 December 1.30pm - 3.00pm 

The Annual Donnison Christmas Talk 2019 

Lovell lectures 



 
 
 
 
 

COACH TRIPS £14.00 per head.  
Pick up at Sunderland War Memorial, Burdon Road 9.00am prompt 

Skipton Market 
Saturday 30th March 

Skipton's award-winning market operates under a  
Charter granted by King John over 800 years ago and it 
still thrives today, selling a wide variety of goods in the 
heart of the town centre.  
 

  
Helmsley and Yorkshire Lavender  
Saturday 22nd June  
Yorkshire's original family-run lavender farm, set in  
a spectacular hillside farm of nearly 60 acres. 
Helmsley’s bustling market square, dramatic castle 
ruins, charming tea rooms. 

 
Pickering II World War Weekend 
Saturday 12th October 
Step back in time and enjoy the sights and sounds of the 
1940’s with this ever popular weekend event. Get your 
costumes on and share this wartime experience. 

 
Raby Castle at Christmas 
Provisionally Saturday 7th December 
A visit to the magnificent Raby Castle provides  
a fascinating insight into more than 600 years of  
history. Raby was built by the mighty Neville’s  
in the 14th century and is one of the finest and  
best-preserved medieval castles in North East  
England.  

 

Day trips 



 
 

 
Friday 1st March 7.00pm 
Pie, peas and mash and a glass of wine/beer       
£12.00 per ticket 
The Pond on The Moor: Sunderland Before  
Flushing Toilets and Running Water! 
By Jack Curtis local historian 

 
Friday 12th April 7.00pm 
Pie, peas and mash and a glass of wine/beer  
£12.00 per ticket 
Death and Other Dark Places 
Sunderland’s own Norman Kirtlan   
Why not book your seat and be transported back to the  
back lanes and alleys of Sunderland’s East End, to hear  
dark stories of murder and mayhem! 
 
 
Friday 24th May 7.00pm 
Pie, peas and mash and a glass of wine/beer            
£12.00 per ticket 
Edith Cavell Commemoration  
Come and hear the story of Edith Cavell, her bravery  
and sacrifice as a British nurse in WWI. Enjoy some   
dramatisation as we re-tell her poignant story and        
celebrate her life. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Friday 5th July 7.00pm 
Pie, peas and mash and a glass of wine/beer  
£12.00 per ticket 
Mary Ann Cotton: Sunderland’s Angel of Death  

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND.  

Dramatisation of her life and times!!  
Come along and enjoy an atmospheric night of insight 
and intrigue into the dastardly deeds of the most     
notorious female mass murderer - Mary Ann Cotton, 
Sunderland's angel of death.  



Donnison centre 
 
Friday 26th July 1.00pm 
Tea and a cream scone  £10.00 per ticket 
An East End guided walk 
With Heroes and Villains  

Come along and discover the hidden histories of     
Sunderland’s East End. Meet the characters of the past 
and hear their stories. 

 
 
Friday 6th September 6.30pm 
The Peterloo Massacre  
Pie, peas and mash and a glass of wine/beer  
£12.00 per ticket 
By Stuart Miller 

The Peterloo Massacre was a watershed moment 
that would mark Manchester as a radical city like 
no other and become a defining moment for       
 Britain’s democracy. 

 
Friday 18th October 6.30pm 
Sunderland’s Soup Kitchens 
Home-made soup and a bun glass of wine/beer  
£12.00 per ticket 
By Sharon Vincent 

Come and discover some of the hidden history of           
Sunderland’s Victorian charity and poor relief! 
 

Friday 1st November 7.00pm 
The Donnison Murder Mystery Night. 
Be Afraid!!!! 
Pie, peas and mash and a glass of wine/
beer  
£12.00 per ticket 



 
 

Afternoon  
Donnison 
Tea Treats  

 

Book an enjoyable              

Afternoon Tea for you and 
your friends in our unique 
Georgian Schoolroom, a 
wonderful Grade II listed 
building dating from 1798. 
We have an award winning 
walled Victorian garden, as 
well as a gift shop. 
Book for a party of 6 or over, 
for a fresh cream tea served 
in fine china in this 
exceptional setting. 
Refreshments include:  
Fresh sandwiches, cream 
scones and fresh cream 
cakes with tea or coffee  
followed by an entertaining 
and informative talk.  

List of talks available to 
choose from. 
£12.00 per person 
Payment on Booking 
Non refundable 



 
A Victorian  

Christmas cream tea  
& 

entertaining and  
informative talk 

 

  

Thursday 14th, Friday 15th November 

Thursday 21st ,  Friday 22nd November 
Thursday 28th, Friday 29th November 
Thursday 5thand Friday 6th December 
 
 

Includes sandwiches, cream scones, fresh cream cakes,  
Christmas cake, mince pies, mulled wine and Christmas  

crackers with tea or coffee followed by an entertaining talk. 
£15.00 per person  

 

CLICK: A Vintage Photograph 
To add to your Donnison School experience  
and to round off a perfect day have  
photograph taken in an historical costume. 
£10.00 for a 8x10 printed photograph  
£5.00 for a digital copy 
Ask for more details. 

Book early to avoid disappointment 

Christmas at the  
Donnison school 



Easter Egg-stravaganza 

 
 
 

A Traditional  
Victorian  

Summer Fair 
 

Victorian  
Christmas  Fair 

 



Book a group visit to The Donnison School Heritage Centre.  

Learn about its extraordinary past. 
Refreshments are available for groups on      
request.  Parties of 6 or more can book a tour of 
the Donnison School and/or the East End. 
(£5.00 per person including refreshments)    
 

 
Tours of The East End 
Discover some of the history of Sunderland's old 
township, its characters, events and buildings 
that tell the story of Sunderland's past. Take a 
walkabout that will bring some of those  
intriguing characters back to life! Explore  
Hidden histories and Old Sunderland.   
Refreshments afterwards at The Donnison 
School Heritage Centre.  
The walkabout will take approximately 1.5 hours.  
Tours of The East End: Heroes and Villains;  
Characters of the East End People, Places and Untold Stories! 
 

Educational and School Visits 
Schools are welcome to book a bespoke tour of 
the area and a visit to The Donnison Heritage 
and Education Centre. The centre has a wide 
ranging educational programme for primary 
schools, Including: 
 
East End Heroes and Villain 
The Victorian School Day 
History Detectives:  
Discover Sunderland! 
Sunderland at War. 
. 

Heritage Tours and Visits 



The Donnison School offers a range of 
reminiscence activities and workshops 
both on and off site. This is part of the 
centre’s EnDear training programme and 
our commitment to provide stimulating 
and enjoyable activities for those living 
with dementia and Alzheimer's. Contact 
the centre for more information. 

Learn how to knit, sew, water colour, 
bead and jewellery craft and lots more! 
Come along, share and learn a craft or 
art at The Donnison School Friday     
mornings. An Informal group offering 
friendly exchange of friendship, skills 
and enjoyment.  Refreshments provided. 

Fridays 10.30am -12.30pm  

Creative, Crafty Exchange  

Struggling with new technology? Small 
group workshops to help you to get the 
best out of your kit. Individual support 
with your technology. Learn how to use 
Outlook, Publisher, Power Point..  

(max 6 people)  Fridays 1.15pm-3.15pm 

EnDear: Enhanced Dementia and Education Awareness Raising 

Community Singing Group 
Join Sunderland Intergenerational Singers enjoy 
the health benefits of singing together. Share 
your love of singing with the community!! 

Tuesday Evenings 5.00pm – 7.00pm 

reminiscence 

Technology Clinic  



 
 

Conventional venues have their own 
charm, but sometimes the inspiration for 
something totally out of the ordinary grabs 
you, and such a setting is great for those 
who want to help their event stand out 
from the crowd. With its unique setting, 
The Donnison School will provide your 
meetings, small conferences, team build-
ing, workshops and parties with an  
abundance of character and  atmosphere. 
You won't find another venue quite like it, 
with the support of friendly and  
accommodating staff. Call for further  
details to book our unique venue for your 

special event. 

We strive to bring an entertaining, 
educational and fun filled  
programme for the community to 
enjoy, and are extending our     
programme this year. The Friends of 
The Donnison School are a group of 
dedicated and enthusiastic  
volunteers who help to run and 
maintain this lovely site.  
Please support our efforts to make it 
an even better experience this year. 

 

The Friends of The Donnison School                       

Looking for a venue 



The Donnison School 
Open Days  

Heritage Open Days

Friends of The Donnison School. 
The Donnison School Heritage and Education Centre is supported and 

maintained through fundraising, events and volunteers.  Your continued 

support is invaluable. Become a member TODAY and support this 

unique Georgian Community Centre.  

Annual Membership Fee: £15.00 per person/£25.00 per couple.  

The garden at The Donnison School is 
an award winning Victorian walled  
garden, supported by a team of  
dedicated volunteers. We are always 
looking for new volunteers to support 
with garden maintenance. 

The Donnison School, Church Walk, Sunderland SR1 2BJ 
0191 5654835     

info@donnisonschool.org.uk      
www.donnisonschool.org.uk 

MEMBERSHIP 


