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• Restrictions on freedom of movement / daily life are stimulating profound discussions and 
reflections on liberty

• Everyone everywhere is accessing online content in record numbers. Cultural institutions 
online too.

• Some teachers adapting/re-designing lesson plans. Some parents are teaching at home. 

• Anecdotal signs of high social cohesion and unity: e.g. public applause, music, (Europe) and 
bear hunts (NOS NL, BE).

https://6abc.com/6029388/
https://nos.nl/artikel/2328591-nederland-op-teddyberenjacht-welkome-afleiding-voor-kinderen.html
https://www.hln.be/bizar/het-leukste-van-het-web/daar-zijn-de-beren-oproep-rond-berenjacht-om-dat-blokje-rond-met-de-kindjes-op-te-leuken-krijgt-veel-respons-achter-de-vlaamse-ramen~ab1ab2964/?referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F












1. Online ads and press will motivate people to visit www.europeremembers.com or 
Europe Remembers social media. 

2. People click and create their own 
Europe Remembers design, e.g. 
“I Remember” and share with their 
hashtag and #EuropeRemembers.

http://www.europeremembers.com/


3. Participants register for a conversation with WWII witnesses on EuropeRemembers.com. 
We’re aiming for 20-30 witnesses from US, UK, NL, CA, FR, BE and DE. 

4. We’ll send easy instructions for set-up. Eye witnesses and participants connect and talk 
direct. Others can watch online and submit questions via. the moderator.

5. Videos of convos (w historical and other footage) are posted after. 



What’s the point of doing this? What’s in it for me?
The COVID-19 pandemic has meant the events that were planned to mark the end of WWII in Europe have been 
cancelled or postponed. But thinking, reflecting and remembering can be done in many different ways: From 4 – 9 
May, anyone with an internet connection can take part in an international, unique and meaningful commemoration. 

Is the online platform secure? 
Making sure that the conversations are safe and secure is a key issue for Europe Remembers. In addition to 
prioritizing security, the conversations will be moderated.

Will an elderly person be able to use the online platform?
There’s a wide range of different abilities among older people: we expect that some people will find it simple to 
set up and others will need help. We’re asking family members or carers who are in lockdown with a WWII 
witness to help with set-up. But we do not recommend visiting an older person unless it is part of a regular visit 
with all the necessary precautions to prevent COVID-19 transmission.



I haven’t seen my grandad for a while. I’ll go to his house/rest home/retirement facility so he can take part. 
Please don’t do that. We do not recommend visiting an older person unless it is part of a regular visit with all the 
necessary precautions to prevent COVID-19 transmission. If you know a WWII witness who’s in a retirement 
facility/rest home etc. and would like to take part, please contact the staff there. We’d be glad to liaise with them 
to help set it up.

What day is this happening?
We’re focussing on 4-9 May for the online campaign and events because those dates are very significant for 
communities in Europe. But there’s also some flexibility there if needed.

How long will these conversations take?
We expect most conversations will take around 45 minutes +/- 15. If there are lots of motivated witnesses and 
participants, then some conversations might take a little longer. The moderator will ensure that its not too tiring or 
overly long. 

Who’s a witness? Who can take part?
We welcome anyone who can remember their life during WWII. Veterans are invited to share their memories, and 
so are people who weren’t in the military but remember how life was at that time. We’re interested in hearing 
about their life during those years: What was different? What was frightening and what was fun? What were the 
sights and smells? What did they eat, wear, read and see? And does the COVID-19 crisis remind them of the war? 
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What about the participants - is there a minimum age?
Everyone is welcome to register for a conversation, but keep in mind that this is a conversation about wartime 
experiences and it might not be appropriate for very young children. If there are more registrations than places 
available, people under 25 who may be talking to a WWII witness for the first time will be given priority. 

How many people can take part in the conversations?
Witnesses can take part individually or in groups of 2 or 3 depending on availability/ease of set-up, etc. On the 
participant side, there’ll be smaller groups (<10 people). who can have direct conversations. Larger audiences (>20 
people) will still be able to watch and submit questions via. the moderator. 

These conversations sound really awkward. What should I say? What are some good questions?
We’ll have a set of resources on EuropeRemembers.com with conversation starters, advice and guidance. E.g. this 
list has some good advice on what to say and what not to say to a veteran. The moderator will also deliver 
questions from viewers and keep the conversation flowing. More generally, we suggest preparing some 
questions beforehand so that you make the best use of the time available.

https://warontherocks.com/2017/11/how-to-talk-to-a-veteran/


My great aunt/Godfather/someone else has lots of stories about the war but they only speak 
Dutch/French/German/Italian/Czech. Can they take part in that language? Will there be a translator?
We aim to organise conversations in English, Czech, Dutch, French, German and Italian, so that people can speak 
the language they’re most comfortable in. We don’t plan to have translators because we want the conversations 
to be as natural as possible. The language for each conversation can be selected on the registration page. 

I live on the U.S. East Coast/Pacific Northwest/central mountains/a remote island... Can I take part at a time 
that works for me?
Different times and languages can be chosen during the registration process. With witness from many countries 
and time zones, we hope to be able to accommodate as many people as possible.



Do you know someone who witnesses WWII? Would they be interested in speaking 
about their memories and experiences with young people online? Great!

Please contact any of the team at Liberation Route Europe, or email 
event@liberationroute.com We need to know:

1. Name of the veteran/witness and your name (if different)

2. Language, preferred time to talk, e.g. 9am-12pm or 6pm-9pm.

3. Very brief biographical info, e.g. “nurse in North Africa and Italy”

4. Phone number and email address. We’ll contact you to set up a time to check your 
internet and answer any questions.

mailto:event@Liberationroute.com



